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WARM SPRINGS - A second pub¬ 
lic hearing will be held Friday 
't at. 28 from 8 to 10 p.m. on the 

proposed zoning ordinance for 
Bath County. 

The county's board of super¬ 
visors voted 4-1 Wednesday mor¬ 
ning to hold a second hearing and 
to advertise the proposed ordi¬ 
nance in its entirety. 

At a public hearing Monday 
night, several speakers said the 
supervisors hadn't done an ade¬ 
quate job of informing county re¬ 
sidents of the implications of 
zoning. They said many people 
are against the ordinance be¬ 
cause they don't understand 
what it means and steps should 
be taken to Inform them. 

A number of changes proposed 
Monday night by the Bath Coun¬ 
ty Chamber of Commerce will 
be Incorrorated In to the pro¬ 
posed ordinance. 

In essence, the changes would 
reduce the minimum lot area 
from 40,000 square feet to 20,000 
square feet In agricultural 
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what It means and steps should 
be taken to Inform them. 

A number of changes proposed 
Monday night by the Bath Coun¬ 
ty Chamber of Commerce will 

& 

be incorporated In to the pro¬ 
mised ordinance. 






essence, 





if 


from 40,000 square feet to 20,000 
square feet in agricultural 
limited and from 20,000 square 
feet to 10,000 square feet in resi¬ 
dential limited, provided 

there is public water and sewage 
disposal service. It would also 
reduce setback requirements 
from 50 feet from the highway to 


* at 35 feet. 


The dissenting vote Wednesday 
came from Supervisor Stuart L. 
Hall, who has consistently op¬ 
posed zoning of any kind for Bath 


the County. 

tain H all w 

r 0 { Chamb€ 


sharply 


r 0 f Chamber’s role at Monday night’s 
ated hearing, particularly in handing 
ion °ut copies of a sheet attempting 
lure to explain the changes it felt 
ther should be made. The Chamber 


* had no right to interpret” the 
5e# " zoning law. Hall said, stating 
/ep- that the Chamber’s recommen- 
ocal datlons would be considered in 
isted revising the ordinance but not 
Jnes those of ’’the other 4.990 dpodIp 


County 


H 


Chairman Roy M. Cleek said 
his was not true. The second 


public hearing is being held to 
hear what the public has to say 
on the zoning, he said. 

Chairman Cleek said ht wants 
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to see the zoning Issue resolved 

as soort as possible. Some 
zoning supporters voiced concern 
privately that the vote might be 
delayed until after the Nov. 6 
general election, when the Val¬ 
ley Springs District seat now 
held by Clarence F, McMullen 
on a cour< apjxjlntment is up 
for grabs. If an anti-zoning can¬ 
didate were elected, the present 
3-2 majority on the board In 
favor of zoning would be reversed, 
they contended. 

The feeling that the public has 
not been adequately informed ab¬ 
out zoning was summed up by 
Dr. Ira T. Hornbarger of Hot 
Springs, who favors zoning, when 
he said: "Where we've failed 
most of all is that the public has 
not been informed. When you do 

that, zoning will pass in Bath 
County.” 

More than 200 persons, packed 

into 

the 


referendum be held on the issue* 
But Commonwealth's Atty* Erwin 
S. Solomon, who moderated the 
hearing, slad that is no provision 
in the Code of Virginia for a 
zoning referendum and even if it 
were held, it would have to be 
financed with county funds and 
would be advisory only and not 


M # L. Dalton, president of the 
Bath County Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, said Bath is the only 
county In the Central Shenan¬ 
doah Planning District Commis¬ 
sion "not foreslghted enough 
to enact zoning. He said there are 
bills in Congress in the General 
Assembly that would make zoning 
mandatory and "if we don't do it 
ourselves, it's going to be done 
for us.” 

Dalton said there would be no 
chance of getting supplemental 
federal funds for access roads 
into tlie Gathright Dam area un- 

zoning is enacted. If county 
must be used for these 
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ng issue resolved 
soon as possible. 

>ning supporters voiced concern 

privately that the vote might be 
delayed until after the Nov. 6 
general election, when the Val- 
• s Prlngs District seat now 
held by Clarence F. McMullen 
on a court appointment is up 
for grabs. If an anti-zoning can¬ 
didate were elected, the present 
3-2 majority on the board in 
favor of zoningwouldbe reversed 
they contended. J 

The feeling that the public has 
not been adequately informed ab¬ 
out zoning was summed up by 
Dr. Ira T. Hornbarger of Hot 
Springs, who favors zoning, when 
he said: ''Where we've failed 
most of all is that the public has 
not been Informed. When you do 

that, zoning will pass in Bath 
County. 11 

More than 200 






the public hearing on the ordi¬ 
nance, which lias been a sub¬ 
ject of controversy since it was 
presented to the supervisors by 
the county planning commission 
in January 1968. 



The supervisors, who are 
ded on the question of zoning, 
heard 27 speakers argue the pros 
and cons of zoning, which pro¬ 
ponents say is needed if Bath 
County is to develop properly 
and which opponets conted will 
rob a landowner of his rights. 

A number of speakers, mostly 
zoning opponents* asked that a 
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chance of getting supplemental 
federal funds for access roads 
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roads, other parts of the county 

will suffer, he stated. 

"There's nothing in this ordi¬ 
nance that will hurt anybody." 
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election to the \ 
District seat 
is one of 
can happen to free 
. “It is no 
dog to live 
life and ties your 
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Edward T. Walters of Nimrod 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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MOUNTAINS: MIGHTY 
MAN 


will 



Bald Knob offers a spectacular 
panoramic view of the lofty Ap¬ 
palachians and the trip to the 

site on the old logging railroad 
at Cass, West Virginia is an un¬ 
forgettable exciting experience. 
Hie mountain region was cover¬ 
ed with a vast forest which 
brought logging and lumbering as 

the basic economy. Here, during 
a sixty-year span, more than two 
billion board feet of lumber and 
pjpwood was harvested. 

Gone are the fl Bohunk ,, camps, 

tte wood hicks in their "rlchies” 

and "corks” (loever* fn Miai- 


t (loggers In their 

checked woolen shirts and spiked 

ooots), and the towns which once 
boused the loggers and the ir 


IZTl * ' ine uass Lumber Rail- 
‘,:t; r * ma,ns . however, as a 

museum ofrallroadlog- 
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Warren E. Blackhurst. son nf , 

Methodist minister, eventual^ 
earned his wav ^ 


amd taught English ibr thirty! 
two years In the local high school 
In order to pay his way throueh 

avocation he continued for fort? 
eight years. * 


can be seen at the Cass Wild Life 
Museum, where they are billed as 


*kL mi Virglnla - Featured are 

thfeblack bear, deer, bob or wild 
cats, the fox, wolf, raccoon, bea¬ 
ver, woodchuck and other ani¬ 
mals, as well as bird life ranging 
irom the barn owl to the Golden 


It is Interestaig that the autho: 
wrote of the common man an< 

4 -Vi m. __ j _ «_ i . 


-~w«*.*vr** UiCUl dill 

the mighty mountains, yet hewa 
certainly not the common variet 
of man, Instead his contributions 
are as mighty as he viewed hli 

mountains. 

Elmer L. Smith 

I’. O. Ilox 182 

Bridgewater, Virginia 2281S 
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I hr first 200 on record 
w«a founded in 1100 B%C. 

by the ( hiiirit eitiporcr 
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Intelligence Park M 
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ti ,re when in 1927 II went » ■»* 
dfcrMC below *erot 

Fortunately, for those who have 
become Intrigued with the local 

environment, it* major occupa- 

{!,•)! an. I heritage, .. life long re- 

t has recorded much of the 

_ fact and relections 

of his experiences and observe- 
t In several publications. All 
are still available to the public. 

Warren E. Blackhurst 
1970) was unusually 
the task. His ancestors lived in 
the mountains of Pocahontas 
County from the days of the 
American Revolution and he was 
close to the people and the lum¬ 
bering Industry throughout his 
entire life. 

His writing is almost exclu¬ 
sively related to his experiences 
and observations of the enviro¬ 
nment in which he lived, and about 
logging and lumbering in parti¬ 
cular. Riders of the Flood (1954) 
pertains to river logging when 
timber was floated downstream to 
mills. Sawdust in Your Eyes 

(1963) is about milling opera¬ 
tions. The author had work ex¬ 
perience at every job In the lo¬ 
cal lumber mill of the West Vir¬ 
ginia Pulp and Paper Company! 
Of Men and a Mighty Mountain 
(1965) recounts the loggingop- 
erations in Cheat Mountain then 
known as Back Allegheny Moun- 

The final work, Mixed Rar¬ 
est, (1970) was published short- 

i before 
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WARM SPRINGS - The date for 
the second public hearing on the 
proposed zoning ordinance for 
Bath County has been changed 
from Friday, Sept. 28, to Wed¬ 
nesday, Oct. 3, from 8 to 10 p m 

at the courthouse. * 

The change was made after the 
county's board of supervisors 
learned that the original date 
conflicted with a home football 
game at Bath County High School. 

The second hearing is being 
held because several speakers 
at the first hearing Sept. 10 
contended not enough had been 
done to inform county residents 
as to the implications of zoning. 
Many people oppose zoning be¬ 
cause they do not know what it 
means and steps should be taken 
to tutorm them, they said. 


would bring Bath into conformity 
with the Virginia uniform state¬ 
wide building code. 

The ordinance would establish 
a county building inspection de- 
par v aent. Ralph “Jack” Ri ne r 
county surveyor, has been ap-* 

Pointed county building inspector. 

It would also establish the fol¬ 
lowing fees: New structure or 
new additions - up to $30,000 
$75; $30,000 to $50,000, $100* 
all over $50,000, $5 per $1,000| 
Alterations requiring less than 
full Inspection - minimum In¬ 
spection fee, $20; two inspec- 


ance 


ting cormni sion 

I. Following the 

L tha ordinance 

llI**ra11 r:§« mlal- 

rthttrk require* 
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DATE CHANGED IN BATH 
(Continued from Page 1) 


specific direction that no painting 


on the 


be done 


during suitable painting weather. 
In other matters, the supervi¬ 
sors: 

- Heard from Mrs. William 

Peery, who requested that Rt. 647 
through Peery 1 *s Hollow be im¬ 
proved so the school bus can 
travel it. The board presented 
her request to highway officials 
who agreed to stud it. 9 

- Instructed Commonwealth's 

Atty. Erwin S. Solomon to take 

to C e®L a a ry /‘ eps ^ establish title 

extra and unknnurn _ l 


Mfon unknow n property 

»rr ch 38 io * oo ° acr ^ 

bourse of that assessors to the 

county. ° f thelr “sessmentofthe 

«obe A rLo^s , Mr f/ Lu <* M - 

^ a A r l° f the M Itoalttcunf 6 

tog express^ 

ard 8 ^Position to the 
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U. s. Forest Service’s 

)nt C cutting policy in Bath, Parti 7 r ~ 

v larly In the WilUamsvirie 

and the Sugar Tree protect lct 
- Voted 3-1, with Chairman 
Cleek voting no and SupervES 

Clarence F. McMullen ah 
staining, that Sheriff Frank m~ 

p ^“ .*• authorized to hire 

a third deputy sheriff. 

_ 

fyou - Authorized the empl oymGnf 
des- of a full-tlnfe caretaker at the 

wing Millboro dumping area at ! 
•a of monthly salary of $250*after 

Ish- learning from Supervisor 

are Charles A. Low man Jr. that a 
you part-time worker at the site was 

hr- not adequate to curb abuses 
r a - Approved for garden damage 

claims of $75 to Lester W, Bright 
$60 to Russell C. Rhea, $30 to 
william F. Brown, $45 to Mrs 

■le ' ,e,en L r J e and $100 to Ronnie 
7" Forbes. 

w$ l jlE ' ! 

9Q 
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I u SPRING® - A second 
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W* for Bath Count} 

l^^d^ecfcesday, Oct. 3, 
* * ? ,n n m at the court - 


■ ^arfier tearing was held 
K g At that hearing, sev- 
■v 5 :eakers contended the 

wri-u h'srriof supervisors had 



L zijs ©ougfc copies of the 
ordinance available tc 
Ly residents and that many 
Ci «re opposed to zoning 
n k (fee/ hadn't read the 

M not aiders tan d 


rtf 


winters, in voting for 

F tearing; authorized 
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to adffltlon, toe. land use man 
which shows how toe county w^W 

be zoned Is on display at toe 

rr erk,s ° mce * «* *- 

T*e proposed zoning ordinance 

has been a subject of contro¬ 
versy since It was presented to 
the supervisors by the county 
Planning commission in January 


r 'ng Oct. 3 


The ordinance's supporters say 
zoning is needed if Bath County's 
scenic beauty Is to be preserved 
and unsightly, undesirable deve¬ 
lopment is to be kept out of the 
county. They cite the Gathright 
Dam and Virginia Electric and 
Power Co.'s proposed pumped 
storage project in Back Creek 
and the resulting influx of tem¬ 
porary construction workers and 
tourists as additional reasons 
why zoning is needed. 

Opponents say zoning will rob 
a property owner of his rights. 
Some also contend that the pro¬ 
posed ordinance does not ade^* 
uately provide for residents of 
modest means. 

Briefly, the proposed ordinance 
would divide Bath County into 
the following dstricts; Agricul¬ 
ture limited, agriculture general, 

reeldantial limited, residential 
general, business and InAistrtaL 
More then 90 per cent *»f the 

county** area would be contained 
la tht tgrtcuitur d districts. 

Al*o K Be ordinance would *•- 


tobUsh a Board of ?«.„ 
eals to handle /onin 

tog from zoning 

^ 0. Bird 

Of Mill Gap 

Dead at 107 


tog App- 

s result- 


Tyj _ j . -* ~ Iltf 

Bird, 107, a retired farmer a 
businessman of Mill Gap, died 
Sunday evening, Sept 23, at Oak 
Hill Nursing Home, Staunton. 

He was born April 30, 1866 at 
Valley Center, a son of George 
H. and Matilda Wade Bird. He 
was the oldest person living m 


Mr. Bir d attended Augusta Mili¬ 
tary Academy and was a founder 
of Highland Mutual Insurance 
Co., which he served as vice 
president for 50 years. He later 
served as assistant trial fistice 
for Highland County, was clerk a! 
the Highland Comity School Board 
and was a member of Green Hffl 

United Methodist Church. 

His wife, Mrs. Mary LilHeSka- 

mate Bird, died In 1943. 
Surviving are a dMghter, Mrs. 

T. J. Diamond 01 

four 300*. *2VX*<*5! 
Cap, Arthur «■* P»rr«.« 

l*>to of Wchmood, »<* Kr r -'- 

00 ***** ® 
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Lawyers for the conservation 
Ists said they plan to appeal tin 
4th Circuit Court's ruling to th< 


T. Wilson of Covington, 
attorney for the Covington-Alle¬ 
ghany County Chamber of Comm¬ 
erce and the James River Asso¬ 
ciation in the case, said he did not 
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